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Launch of India@75 Celebrations 
 

Hon. Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched ‘Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav’, the Government’s initiative to mark 75 years of 
India’s Independence on 12 March 2021. The Mahotsav has been launched on March 12 to commemorate 91 years of Dandi 
March. Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav is an initiative of the Government of India to celebrate and commemorate 75 years of 
progressive India and the glorious history of its people, culture and achievements.  

 

Read More: https://amritmahotsav.nic.in/ 
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Economy: 

QUAD Leaders Virtual Summit 2021: Four nations 
committed to a free, open, secure and prosperous 
Indo-Pacific region 

 

Australia, India, Japan and the United States — a group of 
democratic nations dedicated to delivering results through 
practical cooperation — coordinated rapid humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief to people in need. Our 
cooperation, known as “the Quad,” was born in crisis. It 
became a diplomatic dialogue in 2007 and was reborn in 
2017. The pandemic is among the greatest risks to health 
and economic stability in recent history, and we must work 
in partnership to stop it in its tracks. Now, we are launching 
an ambitious effort to help end covid-19. Together, we 
pledge to expand and accelerate production in India of 
safe, accessible and effective vaccines. We will partner at 
each stage to ensure that vaccines are administered 
throughout the Indo-Pacific region into 2022. We will 
combine our scientific ingenuity, financing, formidable 
productive capacity and long history of global-health 
partnership to surge the supply of life-saving vaccines, in 
close collaboration with multilateral organizations including 
the World Health Organization and Covax Facility. Our 
vaccine initiative will be guided by a Quad Vaccine Experts 
Working Group that brings together the sharpest scientific 
leaders from Australia, India, Japan and the United States 
to meet the region’s pressing needs. And though the 
pandemic prevents us from meeting in person, we will do 
so before the end of 2021. The promises we make today 
must translate into a healthier and more prosperous Indo-
Pacific tomorrow. 

Read More: 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/03/13/bide
n-modi-morrison-suga-quad-nations-indo-pacific/  

 

India sincere to emerge as leading blue economy of 
world: PM Modi 

 

 

While observing that capacity of major Indian ports 
increased to 1550 million tonnes annually, PM Narendra 
Modi said that the government aims to operationalize 23 
waterways by 2030. Inviting the world to invest in the Indian 
maritime sector, PM Modi said, "Let Indian ports be your 
port of call for trade and commerce." "India has as many as 
189 lighthouses across its vast coastline. We have drawn 
up a programme for developing tourism in the land adjacent 
to 78 lighthouses. The key objective of this initiative is to 
enhance the development of the existing lighthouses and 
their surrounding areas into unique maritime tourism 
landmarks". The Prime Minister said that the capacity of 
major ports which was around 870 million tonnes per 
annum in 2014, has increased to around 1550 million 
tonnes annually now. During the event, Prime Minister 
Narendra launched the Sagar Manthan- Mercantile 
Maritime Domain Awareness Centre and e-book of 
maritime vision 2030, which is aiming to make the Indian 
maritime industry at par with the top global benchmark in 
the next 10 years. 

Read More: 

https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/india-
sincere-to-emerge-as-leading-blue-economy-of-world-pm-
modi20210302122700/  
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Cabinet approves amendment to Insurance Act, paving 
way for 74% FDI limit 

 

The Union cabinet has approved changes to the Insurance 
Act for increasing the foreign direct investment (FDI) limit to 
74 per cent from the present 49 per cent. 

Read More: 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/finance/cabinet-
approves-amendment-to-insurance-act-paving-way-for-74-
fdi-limit-121031001384_1.html  

At US$ 36 billion, FPI inflows into equities at record 
high since FY13: RBI report 

 

According to the latest Reserve Bank data, foreign portfolio 
investors have poured a record US$ 36 billion into equities 
in FY21 up to March 10, 2021, the highest since FY13. Net 
foreign direct investment inflows increased to US$ 44 billion 
by the end of January 2021, up from US$ 36.3 billion in 
January 2020, owing to massive inflows in November and 
December 2020, with the most recent inflows occurring in 
November 2020. 

Read More: 

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/business/at-usd-36-
billion-fpi-inflows-into-equities-at-record-high-since-fy13-rbi-
report-228494  

 

 

India's goods exports to stand at US$ 290 billion in 
FY21, says Mr. Piyush Goyal 

 

According to Mr. Piyush Goyal, Minister of Railways, 
Commerce & Industry, Consumer Affairs and Food & Public 
Distribution, India's goods exports will total US$ 290 billion 
in the FY21 ending in March. The minister described this as 
"amazing," given how rapidly the country recovered from a 
difficult year. In FY20, India's products exports totaled US$ 
313 billion. He said, “We would conclude the year with 93% 
of last year's goods exports, US$ 290 billion, compared to 
US$ 313 billion last year.” 

Read More: 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-
policy/india-s-goods-exports-to-stand-at-290-bn-in-fy21-
says-piyush-goyal-121032601631_1.html  

In 2020, India saw venture capital investments worth 
US$ 10 billion: Report 

According to a report, venture capital investments in India 
reached US$ 10 billion in 2020, and as many as 7,000 new 
start-ups were founded over the same period. According to 
the Bain & Company's latest India Venture Capital report, 
consumer tech, SaaS, and fintech contribute to 
approximately 75% of VC (Venture Capital) investments by 
value, with consumer tech bringing the most funding. Total 
deal value stood at US$ 10 billion in 2020. It also stated 
that the country’s start-up ecosystem is strong, with 12 
more companies achieving ‘unicorn’ status in 2020, placing 
India’s unicorn tribe at 37. 

Read More: 

https://www.ibef.org/news/in-2020-india-saw-venture-
capital-investments-worth-us-10-billion-report  
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India fights COVID-19:  

India helped over 150 countries during COVID-19 

 

India has conducted its way to assist the world in the 
COVID-19 crisis under the dynamic leadership of Prime 
Minister Mr. Narendra Modi, stated Hon. Minister of 
Railways; Commerce & Industry; Consumer Affairs and 
Food & Public Distribution Mr. Piyush Goyal. He stated that 
in the pandemic period, the country with its over 130 crore 
population demonstrated its resilient strength by 
progressing quickly after combatting the virus. 

Read More: 

https://www.ibef.org/news/india-helped-over-150-countries-
during-covid19-mr-piyush-goyal  

India's role as world's pharmacy phenomenal: UK 
Foreign Office minister 

 

The role that India has played during the course of the 
coronavirus pandemic as the pharmacy of the world has 
been phenomenal, UK minister Lord Tariq Ahmad said. 

Read More: 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/current-
affairs/india-s-role-as-world-s-pharmacy-phenomenal-uk-
foreign-office-minister-121031300786_1.html  

 

 

More than 6 Crore COVID Vaccines administered in 
India till date 

 

The cumulative number of COVID-19 vaccine doses 
administered in the country has crossed 6 crores as of 
March 29, 2021. 

Over six COVID-19 vaccines in offing in India: Union 
Health Minister Harsh Vardhan 

Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan announced that more 
than six coronavirus vaccines will come up in India. He also 
said that 1.84 crore COVID-19 vaccine doses have been 
administered to people so far, while 23 crore tests have 
been conducted. 

Read More: 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/healthcare/bi
otech/pharmaceuticals/over-six-covid-19-vaccines-in-offing-
in-india-harsh-vardhan/articleshow/81483479.cms  

Current situation right time for Ayurveda to become 
popular globally: PM 

Inaugurating the fourth edition of the Global Ayurveda 
Festival 2021, Prime Minister Modi said Ayurveda could 
rightly be described as a holistic human science. "From the 
plants to your plate, from matters of physical strength to 
mental well-being, the impact and influence of Ayurveda 
and traditional medicine is immense". 

Read More: 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/current-situation-
right-time-for-ayurveda-to-become-popular-globally-
narendra-modi/article34055946.ece  
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Automobiles: 

US-based Triton Electric registers unit in India 

 

US-based Triton Electric Vehicle LLC said it has registered 
a subsidiary in India as part of setting up a business in the 
country. The entity will work towards building the country as 
one of the biggest markets for Triton EV outside the US, the 
company said. Triton Electric Vehicle LLC has registered 
the unit by the name of Triton Electric Vehicles India Pvt 
Ltd. 

Read More: 

https://mailchi.mp/645456d85161/india-bulletin-consulate-
general-of-india-sydney-19-march-2021  

German auto parts major Webasto to set up factory for 
sunroofs in India 

 

The 3.7 bn Euro German car parts major Websato will be 
setting up a new factory in India as business for sunroofs 
grows rapidly amidst a revival in the passenger vehicles 
market. The company will invest Rs 250 crore for the new 
manufacturing facility that will come up at Pune. 

Read More: 

https://auto.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/auto-
components/german-auto-parts-major-webasto-to-set-up-
factory-for-sunroofs-in-india/81390840  

 

 

Renewables: 

India achieves 92.97 GW of renewable energy capacity 
in Feb this year 

 

India has achieved 92.97 GW of renewable energy (RE) 
capacity till February this year, while 50.15 GW is under 
various stages of implementation. India has set an 
ambitious target of achieving 175 GW of installed RE 
capacity (excluding large hydropower) by 2022. 

Read More: 

https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/renewa
ble/india-achieves-92-97-gw-of-renewable-energy-capacity-
in-feb-this-year/81532868  

 

India is turning to ‘green hydrogen’ in a bid to 
decarbonize its economy 

India’s newfound focus on “green hydrogen” has received a 
boost, with a new collaboration between two firms aiming to 
install production facilities in the state of Tamil Nadu. 
Fusion Fuel Green — which has offices in Ireland and 
Portugal said it had signed an agreement with BGR Energy 
Systems, an engineering, procurement and construction 
firm whose corporate headquarters are in Chennai. The 
agreement is centered around the development of green 
hydrogen projects in India, with the firms looking to set up a 
demonstration facility in Cuddalore, Tamil Nadu, later this 
year.  

Read More: 

https://cnb.cx/3erM9Aq  
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Health care: 

India ahead of developed countries in adoption of 
healthcare digital technologies 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has accelerated the adoption of 
digital solutions and India has witnessed one of the highest 
adoptions of digital technologies by health and human 
services (HHS) organizations among the countries 
surveyed, according to a new survey from EY and Imperial 
College London. 

Read More: 

https://government.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/he
althcare/india-ahead-of-developed-countries-in-adoption-of-
healthcare-digital-technologies-ey-imperial-college-london-
survey/81574101  

NITI Aayog forecast healthcare sector to reach $372 
billion by 2022 

India’s healthcare sector is expected to reach $372 billion 
in 2022, registering a compounded annual growth rate 
(CAGR) of around 22% since 2016, more so with the 
pandemic opening up several opportunities, NITI Aayog 
said in a report. NITI Aayog outlined a range of investment 
opportunities in India’s healthcare sector across hospitals, 
pharmaceuticals, medical devices, home healthcare 
solutions and in areas of new age technologies. Report has 
nearly 600 investment opportunities worth $32 billion in the 
country’s hospital/medical infrastructure sub-sector.  

Read more:  

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/indian-healthcare-
industry-to-touch-372-billion-in-2022-niti-aayog-
11617106178465.html  

 

 

Telecom:  

India poised to play "decisive role" in 5G era: TRAI 
Secretary 

 

Considering India’s unique strengths in digital and software 
capabilities, the country is poised to play a "significant role" 
in the 5G period, while a progressive FDI policy, ambitious 
manufacturing programs, and determination for self-
reliance will push major investments and growth in the 
telecom sector, according to a senior TRAI official. 

Read More: 

https://www.bloombergquint.com/economy-finance/india-
poised-to-play-decisive-role-in-5g-era-trai-secretary  

Telecom advertising in India leads to grow at 11% by 
2023, Zenith says 

 

India will become the fastest-growing industry for telecom 
advertising, with an annual growth rate of 11% between 
2020 and 2023, according to a Zenith Media report. This is 
a much faster growth rate than global telecom advertising, 
which is expected to grow at a annual rate of 4.5% through 
2023, according to the Business Intelligence 
Telecommunications report. Telecom services and 
equipment include services and equipment that enable the 
transmission of voice calls and data over landlines and 
mobile networks. 

Read More: 

https://www.livemint.com/industry/advertising/telecom-
advertising-in-india-to-grow-11-by-2023-report-
11616389393783.html  
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IT / Digital India: 

Wipro to buy Capco for US$ 1.45 billion; biggest 
buyout to become ''bolder'' company 

Wipro, the Indian IT major announced to acquire Capco, a 
company based in London over a US$ 1.45 billion (> Rs. 
10,500 crore) deal and become a "bolder and ambitious" 
firm and rake in bigger revenues from banking and financial 
services sector. 

Read More: 

https://www.ibef.org/news/wipro-to-buy-capco-for-us-145-
billion-biggest-buyout-to-become-bolder-company  

How 100 unicorns are propelling India forward 

 

A research paper by Credit Suisse reveals India has 
spawned 100 “unicorns” worth over a billion dollars each. 
Never before has India witnessed such an upsurge of 
massive new businesses. The unicorns have raised billions 
from global investors keen to invest in newcomers with 
ideas capable of dominating the 21st century. 

Read More: 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/Swaminomics/ho
w-100-unicorns-are-propelling-india-forward/  

Amazon infuses US$ 30.96 million into India payments 
unit 

According to regulatory records, Amazon has invested over 
Rs. 225 crore (US$ 30.96 million) into Amazon Pay, the 
payments unit in India. The new funding would enable the 
company to perform more strongly among players such as 
PhonePe, Google Pay, and Paytm. According to regulatory 
documents obtained by business intelligence platform 
Tofler, the board has approved allotment of 22,50,00000 
equity shares, aggregating to Rs. 225 crore (US$ 30.96 
million) to the current shareholder on rights basis. 

Read More: 

https://www.ibef.org/news/amazon-infuses-rs-225-crore-
into-india-payments-unit  

e-commerce:  

India's e-commerce market to be worth $99 billion by 
2024: Report 

 

The e-commerce sector in India is predicted to grow at a 
27% CAGR over 2019-24 and is expected to reach $99 
billion by 2024, according to a report released by EY-IVCA 
Trend Book 2021. Grocery and fashion/apparel are said to 
be the key drivers of this growth. 

Read More: 

https://retail.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/e-
commerce/indias-e-commerce-market-to-be-worth-99-
billion-by-2024-report/81583625  

Media:  

Indian media, entertainment sector to see 27pc revenue 
growth in FY22: Crisil 

 

According to ratings firm Crisil, the Indian media and 
entertainment (M&E) sector is projected to grow at 27% in 
revenue to ~ Rs. 1.37 lakh crore (US$ 18.92 billion) in 
FY22. Segments which would recover faster to pre-
pandemic levels include digital and television (TV) while 
print, films, outdoor, and radio would take longer to return to 
pre-pandemic levels. 

Read More: 

https://brandequity.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/me
dia/indian-media-entertainment-sector-to-see-27-pc-
revenue-growth-in-fy22-crisil/81183227  
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Manufacturing: 

PLI Scheme: India Invites Applications for Second 
Round of Large-Scale Electronics Manufacturing 

The Government has initiated inviting applications for the 
second round of large-scale electronics manufacturing 
under the production-linked incentive (PLI) scheme, with a 
strong reliance on some electronic components such as 
motherboards, semiconductor devices, among others.  

Read More: 

https://www.bloombergquint.com/business/meity-invites-
applications-for-second-round-of-large-scale-electronics-
mfg-under-pli-scheme  

Equipment Manufactured Under 'Make-In-India' 
Programme 

‘Make in India’ initiative in defence sector is implemented 
through various policy initiatives which promotes 
indigenous design, development and manufacture of 
defence items. These initiatives, inter-alia, include priority to 
procurement of capital items from domestic sources under 
Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) 2020; notification of 
‘Negative list’ of 101 items for which there would be an 
embargo on the import beyond the timeline indicated 
against them; simplification of Industrial licensing process; 
liberalization of FDI policy; simplification of Make 
Procedure; launch of Innovations for Defence Excellence 
(iDEX) scheme; and implementation of Public Procurement 
(Preference to Make in India), Order 2017. 

Read More: 

https://www.ibef.org/news/equipment-manufactured-under-
makeinindia-programme  

Food Processing: 

Cabinet approves Rs 11,000-crore PLI scheme to 
promote food processing 

The Cabinet has cleared a production-linked incentive (PLI) 
scheme to promote processed food manufacturing, with an 
estimated cost of Rs 10,900 crore to the exchequer over 
the next six years. Processed fruits and vegetables, 
mozzarella cheese, marine products and innovative/organic 
products including free range eggs, poultry meat and egg 
products have been covered under the scheme. 

Read More: 

https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/cabinet-
approves-rs-11000-crore-pli-scheme-to-promote-food-
processing/2224396/  

Retail: 

India set to become a major hub of lab-grown 
diamonds 

 

India is set to become a major hub for production as well as 
processing of laboratory-grown diamonds (LGDs). Thanks 
to technological breakthroughs, cost-efficient production of 
gem-quality stones and growing consumer awareness of 
synthetic diamonds, India’s LGD output is estimated to 
have reached 1.5 million carats in 2020.  

Read More: 

https://retail.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/apparel-
fashion/jewellery/india-set-to-become-a-major-hub-of-lab-
grown-diamonds/81571087  

Agriculture: 

Mango production likely to jump 4.24% in 2020-21: 
Agriculture Ministry 

 

The Agriculture ministry said the Mango production in the 
country is estimated to increase by 4.24% to 21.12 million 
tonnes in the crop year 2020-21 ending June. 

Read More: 

https://www.livemint.com/industry/agriculture/mango-
production-likely-to-jump-4-24-in-2020-21-agriculture-
ministry-11615207049014.html  
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Ayurveda: 

Kerala Ayurveda arm partners eBay to launch products 
in US 

 

eBay will allow Kerala Ayurveda Inc, USA, the wholly 
owned subsidiary of Kerala Ayurveda Ltd, to build out an 
exclusive showcase of its authentic ayurvedic products. It 
will use the experience of the US launch as a step in 
building out across eBay sites in other countries. 

Read More: 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/reta
il/kerala-ayurveda-arm-partners-ebay-to-launch-products-
in-us-market/articleshow/81324943.cms  

India crosses milestone in setting up 70 thousand 
Ayushman Bharat-Health and Wellness Centres 

 

Crossing a key milestone in universal primary healthcare, 
about 41.35 crore people have accessed primary 
healthcare services at these Centres. About 54 percent of 
them are women.  

Read More: 

http://newsonair.com/Main-News-Details.aspx?id=412441  

 

 

Space: 

ISRO makes breakthrough demonstration of free-space 
Quantum Key Distribution (QKD) over 300 m 

 

For the first time, Indian Space Research Organization 
(ISRO) has successfully demonstrated free-space Quantum 
Communication over a distance of 300 m. 

Read More: 

https://www.isro.gov.in/update/22-mar-2021/isro-makes-
breakthrough-demonstration-of-free-space-quantum-key-
distribution-qkd  

ISRO embarking on replicating NASA partnership model in 
India 

 

The ISRO is embarking on a mission of a different kind by 
taking the Indian Institute of Space Science and 
Technology (IIST) to a much higher, futuristic research 
orbit. The Bengaluru-headquartered space agency is 
striking a partnership with the IIST - something similar to 
the JPL- Caltech model in the United States. 

Read More: 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/science/isro-
embarking-on-replicating-nasa-partnership-model-in-
india/articleshow/81704048.cms 
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Come, Practice Yoga for a Healthy You 

at Government House Lawns  

 
An Initiative of Consulate General of India, Perth & Indian Society of WA (ISWA)  

at the beautiful Government House Gardens. 
 

Improve your posture, balance, breathing and coordination with a yoga class at Government House. 
Each session will be followed by 10 minutes of immunity boosting tips by an Ayurveda practitioner. 

 

 Dates : Every Thursday’s (weather permitting)  
 

 4-5pm 
 

  To register and for more info: https://govhouse.wa.gov.au/yoga-in-the-grounds-returns-

for-2021/  
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Upcoming Trade Expo’s
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