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Indian Economy: 

Another chapter in Comprehensive Strategic Partnership 
with Australia. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison Meet. 

 

The Prime Minister’s discussed “regional & global 
developments as well as ongoing bilateral cooperation in 
areas related to Covid-19, trade, defence, clean energy & 
more.” 

Read More: 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/pm-modi-meets-
australian-pm-scott-morrison-ahead-of-quad-talks-to-top-
ceos-about-investments-7530525/  

 

 

India and Australia to deepen engagement in defence, 
supply chain and maritime security 

 

India and Australia participated in the first bilateral 2+2 
Ministerial Dialogue and resolved to increase cooperation in 
vaccine development, defence relations, technology, 
healthcare and the maritime domain. Other unexplored 
areas including Unmanned Vehicle use in Defence relations 
as well as the creation of Indo-Pacific maritime corridors will 
also be explored as part of the new scope of cooperation.  

Read More:  

https://indbiz.gov.in/india-and-australia-to-deepen-
engagement-in-defence-supply-chain-and-maritime-
security/  
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The first Indian-Australia Joint Working Group (JWG) on 
“Coal and Mines” was effectively held. 

 

The discussions focused on Indian coal resources in the 
present and future scenario, critical and strategic minerals-
demand and supply scenario & engagements with 
Australian counterpart, India Australia collaboration on 
Clean Coal Technology, Surface Coal Gasification, Coal Bed 
Methane, sharing of Technology deployed for fire 
quenching, Coal Based Hydrogen, Carbon Capture 
Utilization & Storage (CCUS). Avenues for Business-to-
Business collaboration on coal technology, transfer of 
technology, cooperation on skill development and training, 
issues related to coking coal import from Australia were 
discussed. 

Read More: 

https://www.ibef.org/news/first-indiaaustralia-joint-
working-group-jwg-on-coal-and-mines-held-virtually  

India’s GDP growth accelerates to record 20.1% in Q1 

India's gross domestic product (GDP) for the first quarter 
ending June 30, 2021 soared to record high of 20.1 per cent. 
Indian economy witnessed a rebound in spite of the drag 
caused by the the second and more severe wave of Covid-19 
that forced the majority of states to reimpose localised 
lockdowns and stop mobility completely from late April to 
early June. 

Read More: 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-
business/indias-gdp-growth-accelerates-to-record-20-1-in-
q1/articleshow/85798626.cms   

India scores 46th rank in the Global Innovation Index 2021 

 

India has climbed 2 spots and has been ranked 46th by the 
World Intellectual Property Organization in the Global 
Innovation Index 2021 rankings. India has been on a rising 
trajectory, over the past several years in the Global 
Innovation Index (GII), from a rank of 81 in 2015 to 46 in 
2021.  

Read More: 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-
policy/india-climbs-two-spots-to-rank-46th-in-the-global-
innovation-index-2021-121092001312_1.html  

Forex reserves rise US$ 8.895 billion to record high of US$ 
642.453 billion 

As per the RBI data, by September 3, 2021, the India’s 
foreign exchange reserves climbed by US$ 8.895 billion, 
reaching a new high of US$ 642.453 billion. The reserves 
increased by US$ 16.663 billion to US$ 633.558 billion in the 
previous week, owing primarily to an increase in Special 
Drawing Rights (SDR) holdings. India received SDR 12.57 
billion from the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Read More: 

https://www.ibef.org/news/forex-reserves-rise-us-8895-
billion-to-record-high-of-us-642453-billion  
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Health: 

PM launches Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission 

A campaign of strengthening health facilities that had been 
going for the last seven years was entering a new phase, 
said Prime Minister Narendra Modi while launching the 
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission. “Today we are launching 
a mission that has the potential of bringing a revolutionary 
change in India’s health facilities”. The Arogya Setu app 
helped a lot in preventing the spread of corona infection, he 
noted and lauded Co-WIN for its role in making India 
achieve a record administration of about 90 crore vaccine 
doses, under the free vaccine campaign. 

Read More: 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pm-modi-
launches-ayushman-bharat-digital-
mission/article36690426.ece  

eSanjeevani, Govt. of India's telemedicine initiative, 
completes 12 million consultations 

eSanjeevani, Government of India’s National Telemedicine 
Service, has completed 1.2 crore (12 million) consultations 
rapidly shaping into the country’s most popular and the 
largest telemedicine service.  

 

Read More: 

https://www.ibef.org/news/esanjeevani-govt-of-indias-
telemedicine-initiative-completes-12-crore-consultations  

 

 

India achieves another milestone in COVID vaccination 
drive with total vaccination crossing 880 million mark; 
Recovery rate reaches 97.83% 

 

India has crossed yet another milestone in the COVID 
vaccination drive with the total vaccination crossing the 88-
crore mark. Around 25 per cent of the estimated adult 
population has been fully vaccinated against Covid-19. 

Read More: 

https://newsonair.com/2021/09/29/india-achieves-another-
milestone-in-covid-vaccination-drive-with-total-
vaccination-crossing-88-cr-mark-recovery-rate-reaches-97-
83/  

India's Vaccines Industry Can Grow from US$ 2 billion Up 
to US$ 5 billion by 2026: Report 

As new Indian and global pharmaceutical companies include 
vaccines as a key part of their portfolios, India’s vaccines 
industry can grow from $2 billion to $4 billion or even $5 
billion, said a report released by global consulting firm 
Kearney, in collaboration with the Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII). 

Read More: 

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/indias-vaccines-
industry-can-grow-from-2-bn-up-to-5-bn-by-2026-report-
11632136826313.html  
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Exports: 

India merchandise exports to grow 33% to $98.45 bn in 
Q2 of FY22: Exim Bank 

India’s merchandise exports will grow 33% to amount to US$ 
98.45 billion in the second quarter of FY 2021-22, said India 
Exim Bank, joining a lot of institutions forecasting the 
economy to improve as coronavirus cases decrease. An 
increase in commodity prices contributed to exports 
growing. Non-oil exports will amount to US$ 85.63 billion, 
growing at 28.3% compared to the corresponding quarter in 
the financial year before.  

Read More: 

https://www.ibef.org/news/india-merchandise-exports-to-
grow-33-to-9845-bn-in-q2-of-fy22-exim-bank  

Gems and Jewelry exports recorded US$ 3.26 billion in 
August  

The Gem and Jewelry Export Promotion Council (GJEPC) 
announced that gem and jewelry exports hit a new high of 
Rs. 24,239.81 crore (US$ 3.26 billion) in August, thanks to 
robust demand for the upcoming festive season and the 
easing of entry restrictions.  

Read More: 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-
policy/gems-and-jewellery-exports-grows-to-record-rs-24-
239-81-cr-in-aug-121092801097_1.html  

India's smart TV shipments grow 65% YoY in 2Q21: 
Counterpoint 

As per a report published by Counterpoint Research, in the 
second quarter of 2021, smart TV shipments from India 
increased by 65% YoY, due to rising expansion activities 
adopted by original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) for 
their smart TV portfolios. 

Read More: 

https://www.ibef.org/news/indias-smart-tv-shipments-
grow-65-yoy-in-2q21-counterpoint  

 

Trade and Investment:  

India emerges as Dubai's second biggest trade partner 

 

India has overtaken China as Dubai's second largest trading 
partner, with a total volume of 38.5 billion dirham (Rs. 773.85 
billion, US$ 10.40 billion) in the first half of 2021. From US$ 
10.40 billion in H1 2020 to US$ 18.12 billion in H1 2020, trade 
with India increased by 74.5% year on year. 

Read More: 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/india-emerges-as-
dubais-second-biggest-trade-partner/article36689881.ece  

India remains an attractive destination for investments: 
Deloitte survey 

India is an attractive investment destination for developed 
economies as 44% of 1,200 global business leaders based in 
the US, UK, Japan, and Singapore plan to make additional or 
first-time investments in the country, but more business 
leaders, especially in Japan, find India lucrative for its 
domestic market rather than as a hub for exports, according 
to a survey by consulting firm Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu 
India LLP. 

Read More: 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/business/india-is-an-
attractive-fdi-destination-deloitte-survey-
101631604454720.html  
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Make in India: 

‘Come, make vaccine in India’ 

 

In his address to the high-level debate at the UN General 
Assembly on Saturday, Narendra Modi reaffirmed India's 
commitment to democracy, highlighted its great strides in 
developing and manufacturing COVID-19 vaccines, and 
warned against “countries with regressive thinking.”  

Read More: 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/09/1101302  

'Made in India' iPhones make Apple's 70% India sales 

Apple Inc. is producing 70% of the mobile phones it sells in 
the domestic market in India, as part of a significant push 
toward "Make in India." This is a significant shift in Apple's 
approach following the government's Production Linked 
Incentive (PLI) plan, which began in FY21 and saw a 30% 
increase just two years ago. Foxconn, one of Apple's three 
local vendors, is presently producing the best-selling model, 
the Apple 11, as well as the Apple 10 and Apple 12. 

Read More: 

https://www.rediff.com/money/report/tech-made-in-india-
iphones-make-apples-70-india-sales/20210906.htm  

 

 

 

Renewables: 

Adani Group to invest $20 billion in renewables in 10 
years 

 

India's Adani Group will invest $20 billion in renewable 
energy over the next 10 years and will aim to make its ports 
business a net-zero carbon emitter by 2025, Chairman 
Gautam Adani said. The money would be invested across 
the group's renewable energy generation, component 
manufacturing, transmission and distribution businesses. 
Indian tycoon Mukesh Ambani's is also investing $10 billion 
in green energy in the next three years. 

Read More: 

https://www.reuters.com/world/india/indias-adani-group-
invest-20-bln-renewables-10-years-2021-09-21/  

Cheapest to build a solar farm in India, says John Kerry  

India and the US launched a clean energy financing 
initiative, as the US’s special envoy on climate John Kerry 
held discussions with Union environment minister 
Bhupender Yadav to commit to net-zero carbon emission 
goals during his two-day visit to the Capital. Kerry also 
lauded India’s leadership on pushing ahead with clean 
energy and targeting 450GW of renewable energy by 2030. 

Read More: 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/cheapest-to-
build-a-solar-farm-in-india-says-kerry-
101631571419673.html  
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Entertainment: 

Zee Entertainment signs deal for merger with Sony 
Pictures India 

The ZEE Entertainment Enterprises Limited (ZEEL) Board of 
Directors unanimously approved the merger between Sony 
Pictures Networks India (SPNI) and ZEEL in principle. SPNI 
will also inject growth capital into SPNI as part of the 
merger, giving it a total value of US$ 1.575 billion at closure, 
which it can utilise to pursue further development 
opportunities. 

Read More: 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/zee-
entertainment-signs-deal-for-merger-with-sony-pictures-
india-121092200180_1.html  

e-commerce: 

CARS24 raises US$ 450 million, nearly doubles its 
valuation to US$ 1.84 billion 

 

CARS24, India's leading used car e-commerce platform, has 
raised US$ 450 million in funding, comprising a US$ 340 
million Series F equity round and US$ 110 million in debt 
from various financial institutions. 

Read More: 

https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/business/1736619-
cars24-raises-usd-450-mn-funding-valuation-nearly-
doubles-to-usd-184-bn  

Technology and Innovation: 

India second - largest technology hub for Amazon 
globally: India Head 

 

India is the second-largest technology hub for Amazon 
globally and its teams are powering innovations not only for 
customers in the country but globally as well. Speaking at 
Amazon India Career Day, Amazon Global Senior Vice 
President and Country Head India Amit Agarwal said the e-
commerce company employs over one lakh professionals in 
India across diverse areas from engineering, supply chain, 
content creation, marketing, video and others. 

Read More: 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/ret
ail/india-second-largest-technology-hub-for-amazon-
globally-india-head/articleshow/86259434.cms  

Unacademy, Udaan, CRED top startups in India, finds 
LinkedIn survey 

According to LinkedIn's fourth Top Startups List, learning 
platform Unacademy is at the top of the Indian startups list, 
followed by B2B e-commerce platform Udaan and fintech 
business CRED, which simplifies payments for credit card 
holders. Bengaluru has reaffirmed its image as the “Silicon 
Valley of India” with these top three unicorns and over 60% 
of the 2021 LinkedIn Top Startups India List headquartered 
in the city, according to LinkedIn. 

Read More: 

https://www.ibef.org/news/unacademy-udaan-cred-top-
startups-in-india-finds-linkedin-survey  
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Atal Innovation Mission in partnership with Dassault 
Systemes' all set to give another boost to innovation 

 

NITI Aayog and France’s software maker Dassault Systèmes 
have tied up to help innovators and entrepreneurs under 
Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), a flagship programme of the 
Indian government, said an official statement from the 
federal policy thinktank. 

Read More: 

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/dassault-syst-mes-
niti-aayog-partner-to-boost-innovations-
11631793927000.html  

Honeywell, ICT Academy partner to develop 50 centres of 
excellence for skill development in India 

Honeywell Hometown Solutions India Foundation (HHSIF), 
the philanthropic arm of multinational conglomerate 
Honeywell, on Monday said it will invest Rs 10 crore to 
create centres of excellence for skill development in 50 
colleges across the country in partnership with ICT 
Academy. The programme will offer a globally recognised 
certificate to students from marginalised sections of society 
who are enrolled in engineering, arts and science colleges in 
tier I and II cities across Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and 
Maharashtra. 

Read More: 

https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/honeywell-ict-
academy-partner-to-develop-50-centres-of-excellence-for-
skill-development-in-india/2154695  

Fintech: 

India's Fintech Market to Triple To US$ 82.7 billion by 
2025: Bhagwat Karad 

 

“The fintech market in India was valued at Rs. 1,920 billion 
(US$ 26.09 billion) in 2019. It is predicted that by 2025, the 
market would have grown to Rs 6,207 billion (US$ 82.7 
billion). India's skilled manpower and technological ability 
make it an ideal location for financial technology 
development”.  

Read More: 

http://www.businessworld.in/article/India-s-Fintech-Market-
To-Triple-To-Rs-6-2-Lakh-Cr-By-2025-Bhagwat-Karad-/09-
09-2021-403735/  

Info-tech: 

India becomes second largest market for Coursera with 
49% growth in 12 months 

Online learning platform Coursera grew over 49 per cent in 
India over the past 12 months emerging as the second 
largest market globally with around 12.5 million users while 
the US reported 16.6 million users as of June-end. Nearly 7.5 
million new learners in India were added since January 2020 
and overall course enrolments stood at 24.6 million as of 
June-end. 

Read More: 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/info-tech/india-
becomes-second-largest-market-for-coursera-with-49-
growth-in-12-months/article36356424.ece 
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Product Linked Incentive Scheme: 

Government approves auto PLI scheme for EVs, hydrogen 
fuel cell vehicles 
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Space: 

Atal Innovation Mission launches Space challenge in 
collaboration with ISRO & CBSE across India 

 

As part of the government’s effort to enhance participation 
of youth and students in the space sector, Atal Innovation 

Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog has launched the ATL Space 
Challenge 2021 for all Indian school students in 
collaboration with the Indian Space Research Organization 
(ISRO) and Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE). 

Read More: 

https://www.livemint.com/education/news/atal-innovation-
mission-launches-space-challenge-for-indian-school-
students-11631339075138.html  

Tourism: 

Two more Indian Beaches get coveted International Blue 
Flag Certification 

In recognition of India’s commitment to protect and 
conserve the pristine coastal and marine ecosystems 
through holistic management of the resources the globally 
recognized and the coveted International eco-label "Blue 
Flag”, has accorded the Blue Flag Certification for 2 new 
beaches this year –Kovalam in Tamil Nadu and Eden in 
Puducherry beaches. 

Read More: 

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/two-more-indian-
beaches-awarded-coveted-blue-flag-tag-check-details-
11632274061032.html  

Defence: 

India seeks Australian investment in defense industry 

 

India sought investment from Australia’s defense industry as 
the two countries discussed ways to bolster defense ties and 
cooperate on maritime security in the Indo-Pacific region. 
Indian Defense Minister Rajnath Singh said there are 
opportunities for joint development and production of 
emerging defense technologies and mutual logistical 
support. 

Read More: 

https://apnews.com/article/technology-business-china-
india-australia-06cfecd70891a6653d625410ec1620bd  

Australian, Indian Navies Hold Maritime Warfare 
Exercises 

The yearly AUSINDEX maritime warfare exercises between 
the Royal Australian Navy and the Indian Navy in Australia's 
Northern Territory between 5 and 13 September. 
AUSINDEX 21 gives both Navies the chance to improve their 
cooperative defence capabilities in support of a stable and 
secure Indo-Pacific. Rear Admiral Mark Hammond, 
Commander Australian Fleet, stated that the fourth 
iteration of AUSINDEX will strengthen the defence 
connection between the two countries. 

Read More: 

https://www.republicworld.com/world-
news/australia/australian-indian-navies-hold-maritime-
warfare-exercises-in-covidsafe-harbour-phase.html  
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Few Glimpses of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav Celebrations in Perth during September 2021 

            

Teachers Days celebrations at the Consulate, 05 Septmber 2021 

 

 
Robotics Workshop organised in  collaboration with Ambedkarite Buddhist Community – WA  with participation of 

around 127 students from Perth and 5 schools from India,Delhi, Dayalbagh, Agra, Raigarh and Umbergaon through 

zoom, 18 September 2021  

 

    

Consulate organised Hindi Divas Celebrations in association with Hindi Samaj WA, 19 Septmber 2021 

 

     
Young Indian Music Talent Show organised by the Consulate connecting artsits from Perth, India and USA,  

 25 Septmber 2021 
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Come, Practice Yoga for a Healthy You 

at Government House Lawns  
 

An Initiative of Consulate General of India, Perth & Indian Society of WA (ISWA) at the beautiful Government 

House Gardens. Improve your posture, balance, breathing and coordination with a yoga class at Government 

House.  

 

Each session will be followed by 10 minutes of immunity boosting tips by an Ayurveda practitioner. 

 

 Dates : Every Thursday’s * 

 

 4-5pm 

  To register and for more info: https://govhouse.wa.gov.au/free-yoga-at-government-house-every-

thursday-afternoon/  

  

 

 

     *On days with inclement weather Yoga in the Gardens will be held at Consulate General of India, Perth.  

       For more updates follow us on social media. 
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